THE REGENERATION OF  BRITAIN

to Western strength and is incapable of deterring anyone with-
out the backing of US nuclear weapons.

Nevertheless we are now being asked to believe that it is
necessary to buy us a ticket of admission into important inter-
national conferences, that without it Britain would never have
been at the nuclear test-ban talks, and hence, by implication,
that without Britain the talks would not have succeeded. Per-
haps the best answer to this has come from Lord Boothby in
his recent lecture at the Imperial Defence College where he
said : "To contend, as Mr Macmillan did, that our possession
of an alleged independent deterrent enabled us to participate
in the negotiations which led to the test-ban agreement is
absolute nonsense."

The truth is that the test-ban agreement was signed because
it met the deepest national interests of the Russians and the
Americans. Even if Britain had been as hostile to it as de
Gaulle was, it would still have been signed. And why, if the
British bomb is really as effective as the Prime Minister claims
it is, did it not qualify London for an extension into the hot
telephone line between Moscow and Washington? Sir Alec
will be getting the engaged signal when he tries to telephone
the major Powers. The only real status symbol worth having
today is a "hot telephone". Britain has not got one.

There remains, therefore, the issue of modernisation. Under
the Conservatives, we are told, Britain is to be brought up to
date. This theme, which first appeared in Labour Party state-
ments nearly three years ago, was taken up at the Liberal con-
ference at Uandudna in 1962 and new, at last, it has appeared
as the official policy of the Government.

One almost insuperable difficulty, from the Prime Minister's
point of view, in making this policy credible is the fact that he
and his colleagues have been in power for over 12 years and
the obsolescence from which they plan to ddiver us is an
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